Cadet & Optimist Open


Organised by Datchet Water Sailing Club

(The Organising Authority)

29th May 2004
Queen Mother Reservoir Horton Road, Slough, SL3 9NT

Tel: 01753 683872

Fax: 01753 683746

1
Rules

1.1
The event will be governed by the current Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS), the prescriptions of the RYA, the Notice of Race (NoR) and the class rules (CR) of the classes taking part, except as any of these are changed by these Sailing Instructions (SI).  In the event of conflict between NoR, CR and SI, the SI shall prevail.

2
Entries

2.1
General

(a) The safety of a boat and her entire management including insurance shall be the sole responsibility of the owner/person in charge who must ensure that the boat and crew are adequate to face the conditions that may arise in the course of the race.  Neither these sailing instructions nor any inspection of the boat limits or reduces the absolute responsibility of the owner/person in charge for the crew, the boat and her management.

(b) The Organising Authority shall not be responsible for any loss, damage, death or personal injury howsoever caused to the owner/person in charge or crew, as a result of their taking part in the race or races.  Moreover, every owner/person in charge warrants the suitability of the boat for the race or races.

(c) It shall be the sole responsibility of those sailing each boat to decide whether or not to start or to continue to race.

(d) Boats shall be insured for a minimum of £2,000,000 Third Party Liability.

2.2
Measurement or Rating Certificate

All owners/persons in charge shall ensure that boats conform to class rules.  Boats may be measured before or after any race at the discretion of the race committee.

2.3
Distinguishing Numbers

Under exceptional circumstances, and if the class rules allow, the race committee may permit a boat to use sails carrying a distinguishing number other than that required by RRS 77 & RRS Appendix G.  Consent to change a distinguishing number shall be made in writing, using the form available from the Registration Desk, to the race committee at the Registration Desk.

2.4
Eligibility

2.4.1
Eligibility requirements for competitors are set out in the Notice of Race.

2.4.3
Competitors shall have completed an official event entry form including the Parents Declaration section.

2.5
Personal Buoyancy

Adequate personal buoyancy centred above the waist for all crew members shall be worn at all times whilst on the beach, jetties or afloat.  (The following do not constitute adequate personal buoyancy: Wetsuits, Drysuits or Boardsailing harnesses).  Competitors contravening this requirement will be subject to disqualification without a hearing.  This changes RRS 40.

2.6
Clothing

All competitors shall wear a full Wetsuit or Dry Suit with appropriate thermal undergarments when flag Y is flown from the clubhouse flagpole.

2.7
Safety

2.7.1
The priority of safety boats is the safety of competitors, and neither the Organising Authority nor the race committee accepts any responsibility or liability for damage to boats or equipment.

2.7.2
A member of the Race Committee or its authorised representative, may stop a boat launching or require it to return ashore, if he or she considers the boat, its equipment, helm or crew are not adequate for the likely conditions, or for any other reason.  The decision is final and will not be grounds for redress.  This changes RRS 62.1a.

2.7.5
Competitors in difficulty shall obey any instruction given by a safety boat crew.

2.7.6
Tallies will not be used.

3
Notices to Competitors

Notices to competitors will be posted on the official notice board, which is located in the corridor between the changing rooms.

4
Changes in Sailing Instructions

Any changes in the sailing instructions will be posted on the official notice board for a period of not less 30 minutes before the advertised time or the postponed starting time of the race concerned.  Displaying Flag ‘L’ on the clubhouse flagpole will indicate changes in the sailing instructions.  Flag ‘L’ may be lowered after the start of the first race, which is affected by the change or changes in the sailing instructions.

5
Signals made Ashore

5.1
Signals made ashore will be hoisted on the clubhouse flagpole, which is located at the South end of the clubhouse.

5.2
Flag ‘AP’ with two sound signals (one sound signal when lowered) means "The race is postponed".  The warning signal will be made not less than 30 minutes after Flag ‘AP’ is lowered.

5.3
When 2 Black Balls are flown ashore, no boats including team support boats may go afloat (other than official safety boats), and all such boats already afloat shall go ashore immediately.

6
Schedule of Races

6.1
Four races are scheduled with an intended race length of approximately 50 minutes.

6.2 The race schedule will be posted on the official notice board at least 30 minutes before the scheduled Warning Signal for Race 1 of 10:45 hours.

6.3 The intention to sail a 'Back to Back' race will be indicated by the display of Numeral Pennant 2 over the Warning Signal of the class/classes concerned on the committee boat at the finish line.

6.4
No warning signal will be made after 17:00 hrs on the last day of racing.

7
Class Splits and Flags

7.1 The Warning Signal for each Class shall be as shown in Appendix 2.

8
The Course

8.1
The course will be selected from those shown in Appendix 1. 

8.2
For each race the course number to be sailed will be displayed by the committee boat by flying a yellow flag bearing the digit 1 for course 1 and red flag bearing the digit 2 for course 2.

9
Description of Rounding Marks

9.1
The rounding marks will be large inflatable orange marks, with logos.

10
The Start

10.1
Races will be started in accordance with RRS 26.

	Time
	Title
	Signal
	Number of sound signals

	-5
	Warning
	Fleet flag
	1

	-4
	Preparatory displayed
	Flag “P” or 
Flag “I” or 
Flag “Z” or 
“Black flag”
	1

	-1
	Preparatory removed
	
	1 long

	0
	Start
	Fleet flag removed
	1



10.2 
The fixed starting line will be between a mast displaying a yellow flag on the committee boat and an outer starting line mark, which will be a yellow flag on a spar buoy, or a second committee boat.

10.3
The race committee may move a starting mark during the first two minutes following the warning signal.  This changes RRS 27.2.

10.4
Boats whose warning signal has not been made shall keep clear of the starting area and all those boats whose warning signal has been made.

11.7
A boat shall start not later than four minutes after her starting signal.

12
Change of Course after the Start

12.1
To change the position of the next mark, the race committee will move the original mark (or the finishing line) to a new position.  The change will be signalled before the leading boat has begun the leg, although the mark may not yet be in the new position.  Any mark to be rounded after rounding the new mark may be relocated without further signalling to maintain the course configuration.

12.2
Rule 33 is changed so that, instead of displaying a compass bearing, the race committee will display a green flag if the direction is changed to starboard or a red flag if the direction is changed to port.

12.3
Except at a gate, boats shall pass between the race committee boat signalling the change of course and the nearby mark, leaving the mark to port and the race committee boat to starboard in the case of a port hand rounding course, or leaving the mark to starboard and the race committee boat to port in the case of a starboard hand rounding course.

13
The Finish

13.1
The finishing line will be between a mast displaying a blue flag on the committee boat and a blue flag on a spar buoy or second committee boat.

13.2
After finishing and clearing the finishing line boats shall keep clear of the finishing area and of all boats not yet finished.

14
Time Limits

14.1
If the leading boat fails to complete the first leg of the course within 15 minutes, the race committee may abandon the race.

14.2
RRS 35 shall not apply. There is an absolute upper time limit of 75 minutes

16
Protests

16.1
Protests shall be in writing on RYA protest forms obtainable from the event office and delivered there within 45 minutes after the finishing vessel leaves its finishing station.

16.2
Protest notices will be posted on the official noticeboard within 20 minutes of the protest time limit to inform competitors where and when there is a hearing in which they are parties to a hearing or named as witnesses.

16.3
RRS 66 is changed by adding this sentence: "On the last day of racing, a party to the hearing may ask for a reopening no later than 45 minutes after being informed of the decision."

17
Mediation

With the agreement of the parties, a mediation hearing may be conducted for all protests lodged in accordance with RRS 61, which alleges an infringement of a rule of Part 2 or 4.  Such hearings will be held after the protest has been lodged and prior to the protest hearing.  Mediation when used shall be conducted in accordance with Appendix B.

18 Declarations

The person in charge of a boat which did not start (DNS), did not finish (DNF) or retires after finishing (RAF) shall sign a declaration sheet located on the official notice board within 30 minutes after the last boat finished the race or, in the case of races sailed back to back, the last race.

19
Scoring

19.1
The Low Point scoring system of RRS Appendix A will apply.

19.2
For the series, 4 races are scheduled of which 1 shall be completed to constitute a valid series.

19.3 Each boat's series score will be the total of her race scores with her worst score discarded if 4 or more races have been completed.

19.4 Points for race ties will not be added and divided, this amends RRS A7.

20
Support Boats

Support Boats are only allowed with the prior approval of Datchet Water Sailing Club and drivers may be asked to show competence in driving such a boat. Support Boats if allowed shall have radio communication with Datchet Water Sailing Club.

Team leaders, coaches and other support personnel (except authorised camera boats) shall stay outside areas where boats are racing from the time of the warning signal for the first division or class to start until all boats have finished, or the race committee have signalled a postponement, general recall or abandonment.  The penalty for failing to comply with this requirement shall be disqualification without a hearing of all boats associated with the support boats that do so.

An exemption shall be given to a designated Coach boat or boats with respect to those competitors assigned to Regatta Fleets.  The Coach boat or boats shall fly Flag ‘3rd Substitute’

Support Boats unless directed by the Datchet Water Sailing Club Safety Boat Co-ordinator shall not be used as safety boats.

21 Radio Communication

A boat shall neither make radio transmissions while racing nor receive radio communications not available to all boats.  This restriction also applies to mobile telephones.

22
Prizes

Prizes will awarded according to a separate schedule to be available on the day.
Appendix A – Mediation

1
Mediation

1.1 A mediation hearing will be conducted for all protests lodged in accordance with rule 61 which allege an infringement of a rule of Part 2 or 4.  Such hearings will be held subsequent to the protest being lodged and prior to the protest hearing.

1.2 The mediator will decide the time and place of the mediation hearing and such advice may be given verbally.  One representative of each boat shall attend the mediation hearing and no witnesses shall be allowed.  The mediator shall decide the manner in which testimony is given.
1.3 After taking testimony at a mediation hearing the mediator shall make one of the following conclusions:
(a)
The protest does not comply with rule 61 and the protestor may withdraw the protest.

(b)
The matter shall proceed to a protest hearing.


(This may be because rules other than Part 2 or 4 are or may be involved, or


because evidence is too complex or divergent to reach a reasonable and timely conclusion,  or


due to the apparent severity of the alleged infringement, or


for any other reason decided by the mediator.)

(c)
No rule was broken and the protestor may withdraw the protest.

(d) A rule was broken by one or more of the boats involved, the infringing boat(s) may accept scoring points equal to a finishing place mid-way between the boat's actual finishing place and a disqualification, and if so accepted the protestor shall withdraw the protest.  (Half points shall be disregarded and the points of other boats shall not be adjusted.)

1.4 A mediation hearing shall not be re-opened.  No conclusion of a mediator shall be subject to appeal or be grounds for redress.
1.5 Should the protest proceed to a protest hearing then the mediator may be a member of the Protest Committee.  Any evidence given by a mediator during a protest hearing shall be given only in the presence of the parties to the hearing.
Appendix One - Course

Course 1 – Trapezoid

Fleet 1, First Start, Optimist Regatta Fleet

Course 1, buoys 1, 2, 3, 4, Finish

Course 2, buoys 1, 2, 3, 4, 1, 4, Finish
Fleet 2, Second Start, Optimist Fleet

Course 1, buoys 1, 2, 3, 2, 3, 4 Finish

Course 2, buoys 1, 2, 3, 2, 3, 4, 1, 4, Finish
Fleet 3, Third Start, Cadets

Course 1, Buoys 1, 4, 1, 2, 3, 4, Finish

Course 2, Buoys 1, 4, 1, 2, 3, 2, 3, 4, Finish

Note - This diagram is not to scale and do not accurately indicate the angles between the legs.


Appendix Two - Class Flags

Optimist Regatta Fleet – Flag R



Optimist Main Fleet – Flag F
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Cadet Fleet – Flag D
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